
Annual Integrated Economic Survey 
(AIES)

Program Overview
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Project Background → From NAS to AIES

• The Census Bureau requested the Committee on 
National Statistics to review our portfolio of annual 
economic surveys.

• Economic Directorate (Econ) leadership assessed 
the recommendations and decided the scope.

• The end result of this large-scale effort will be a 
new program called the Annual Integrated 
Economic Survey (AIES).
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Drivers of this Effort
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Communication is key!

Stakeholders



Accomplishments so far…
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• Finalized a Stakeholder Engagement Plan

• Completed initial draft of the Annual Program Requirements

• Built a content repository and identified content for new AIES 
modules

• Conducted a record-keeping study to see how businesses maintain 
their books and get a better idea of data accessibility



Accomplishments so far…
(continued)
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• Carried out a coordinated collection pilot, consolidating contacts 
and communication between companies in multiple in-scope 
surveys 

• Completed a prototype list of business units in-scope to AIES

• Studied feasibility of coordinated sampling and established 
sampling unit



Draft Modules and Topics

Draft - For Internal Use Only - Not Cleared for Public Release

• Module 3
• Assets
• Liabilities
• Inventories
• Capital Expenditures

• Module 4
• All other topics not previously covered

• Module 1
• Business Classification
• Business Characteristics

• Operational Status
• Organizational Change

• High-level Company Totals
• Collection Process

• Module 2
• Detailed Revenues
• Products
• Detailed Expenses



Current & Upcoming Work

• Standardize variable names & align with Econ Census (where 
possible)

• Conduct a Pilot Survey in FY22 (for survey year 2021)

• Select processing system and make updates for integrated survey

• Develop the frame
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Current & Upcoming Work
(continued)

• Sample research (design planning, direct-use states, certainty 
company rules, measure of size, etc.)

• Align edit and imputation methodology and micro/macro review 
tools 

• Create table layout plans for publication
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Key Upcoming Deliverables

• Complete the pilot survey

• Develop a production frame

• Finalize instrument requirements

• Obtain the sample

• Perform cognitive and usability testing

• Create the production-ready instrument

• Develop publication plans

• Mail the Annual Integrated Economic Survey
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Challenges

• Establishing the appropriate collection unit

• Determining which processing system to use since current in-
scope surveys process data in different systems

• Planning for a pilot given tight timeframes and stretched 
resources

• Knowing what to test from a research perspective

• Availability of enterprise solutions
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Questions

• If we are unable to get data at an establishment level for key 
items, would state by industry be sufficient to meet most 
research needs?

• Do you have recommendations regarding what should be 
tested in the Annual Integrated Economic Survey (AIES) Pilot?

• What concerns do you have regarding the integration of these 
surveys?
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Contacts:

James.N.Burton@census.gov – AIES Program Coordinator

Blynda.K.Metcalf@census.gov – AIES Program Manager

Jenna.Morse@census.gov – AIES Project Manager
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